


Union with the Suffering Christ

I Peter 4:13
But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 

that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 
glory is revealed.

Suffering leads to Joy
Death to Life



Union with the Suffering Christ
“And this is what we have in our suffering: God sees, God knows, and God 
is with us. If are united to Christ, we have the real presence of Christ, the 
suffering servant, weeping with us and carrying us along. He understands, 
and He is near” (pg 260)

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (ESV)
For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things 
that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that 
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.



Chapter 11: The Art of Abiding

Chapter 12: The Means of Abiding

Chapter 13: The Secret of Abiding

Chapter 14: The Necessary Path of Abiding – Suffering

Chapter 15: Every Day – Union with the Cosmic Christ 

Part IV: Union with Christ
Day by Day



Union with Christ 

Cosmic in Scope



Christ died for you and forgives
your sins so you can go to heaven.

You are so loved by God that if you were the only one 
left on earth, He would have died just for you.

Union with Christ
What is your view of Salvation?



The problem with defining union with Christ as “you are 
in Christ and Christ is in you” is that it makes union with 

Christ sound as though it’s all about “you” (pg. 263)

To be in Christ, is by definition, to be part of something 
much bigger, more comprehensive, and more wonderful 

than you” (pg. 264)

Union with Christ
What is your view of Salvation?



Union with Christ

What does the Cosmic Scope 
of Redemption Entail?



It is all of creation that is included in the scope of Christ's redemption: that scope is truly cosmic. Through Christ, 
God determined "to reconcile to himself all things," writes Paul (Col. 1:20), and the words he uses (ta panta) 

preclude any narrow or personalistic understanding of the reconciliation he has in mind. It may seem strange to 
us that the apostle uses the word reconcile in this connection, when he has more than human beings in mind, 

but this usage simply confirms what we have learned about the scope of the fall: "all things" are drawn into the 
mutiny of the human race and its enmity toward God, and their strained relations with the Creator must be 

"patched up," brought once more into harmony with him. The scope of redemption is as great as that of the fall; 
it embraces creation as a whole. The root cause of all evil on earth — namely, the sin of the human race — is 

atoned for and overcome in Christ's death and resurrection, and therefore in principle his redemption also 
removes all of sin's effects. Wherever there is disruption of the good creation — and that disruption, as we saw, 
is unrestricted in its scope — there Christ provides the possibility of restoration. If the whole creation is affected 

by the fall, then the whole creation is also reclaimed in Christ.

Creation Regained: Biblical Basics for a Reformational Worldview by Albert Wolters

https://cultivatejournal.com/articles/redemption

Union with Christ
Redemption: Cosmic in Scope

https://cultivatejournal.com/articles/redemption


Subjected in Hope
John Piper Sermon (Transcript)

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/subjected-in-hope

Is Your Gospel Too Small?
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/is-your-gospel-too-small/

Union with Christ
Redemption: Cosmic in Scope

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/subjected-in-hope
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/is-your-gospel-too-small/


Union with Christ
The Cosmic Scope of Redemption

• A Larger Family

• A Broader Mission

• A Longer Story

• A Bigger World

• A Deeper Love 

Union with Christ Means
that we (all believers) 
are part of: 



Union with Christ
Part of a Larger Family

Key Points
• Commitment to Christ trumps 

earthly family loyalties   

• Christian Community = One in Christ

• Christ has torn down the divide 

• Most diverse family you’ll ever see

Key Verses

• Mark 3:31-35

• Luke 14:26-33

• John 17

• Eph. 2:11-22



When I first became a Christian, about fourteen years ago, I thought that I could do it on my own, by retiring 
to my rooms and reading theology, and I wouldn’t go to the churches and Gospel Halls; . . . I disliked very 

much their hymns, which I considered to be fifth-rate poems set to sixth-rate music. But as I went on I saw the 
great merit of it. I came up against different people of quite different outlooks and different education, and 
then gradually my conceit just began peeling off. I realized that the hymns (which were just sixth-rate music) 
were, nevertheless, being sung with devotion and benefit by an old saint in elastic-side boots in the opposite 

pew, and then you realize that you aren’t fit to clean those boots. It gets you out of your solitary conceit.
(C.S. Lewis, “Answers to Questions on Christianity,” God in the Dock (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1970), 61–62.) 

The church itself is not made up of natural “friends.” It is made up of natural enemies. 
What binds us together is not common education, common race, common income levels, common politics, 
common nationality, common accents, common jobs, or anything of the sort. Christians come together, not 

because they form a natural collocation, but because they have been saved by Jesus Christ …. 
In this light, they are a band of natural enemies who love one another for Jesus’ sake. 

(D. A. Carson, Love in Hard Places, Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2002), p. 61 

Union with Christ
Part of a Larger Family



A Balancing Note Regarding an Academic Debate

Salvation as an individual’s standing before God

vs

Salvation as a social category having to do with the 
community of God’s people

Page 268

Union with Christ
Part of a Larger Family



Union with Christ
Part of a Broader Mission

What is the Mission of the Church?
- Proclamation? - Disciple Making? - Transformation?

- Justice? - Righteousness? - Community?



Union with Christ give us much-needed breath to understanding the church’s 
mission. It says that grace & justice, the cross of Christ and the kingdom of God, 
can no more be separated than Christ Himself can be torn in two. If we insist on 
only one and pit one against the other, then are dividing the heart of Christ, who 

so plainly cared about both (compare Luke 4:18 and Mark 10:45).

Union with Christ is about being united to the heart of Christ. Accordingly, 
we must be both the declaration community and the demonstration community. 

If Christ cares about both, shouldn’t his church? If we are united to him who if 
full of both grace and justice, how can we choose just one? (pg. 270)

Union with Christ
Part of a Broader Mission



Union with Christ
Part of a Longer Story

Where does the Story of believer begin?
How does it unfold?

- Eph. 1:3-24
- 1 Peter 1:3-9, 23 



This means that all the events of our lives—from before our birth to 
beyond our death—find their meaning and coherence only as they are 
related to Christ. Every fact of our lives is to be interpreted in the light 

of our union with Christ. Every trial, every suffering, every gift, and 
every blessing—everything that happens to us takes place within this 
canvas. In every problem we face or mystery we confront, Christ is the 

clue who alone can make sense of our lives. “In Him all things hold 
together” (Col. 1:17), and not just for us individually. 

(Illustration: participated in the program/team, but the team was not part of them)

pg. 272

Union with Christ
Part of a Longer Story



Union with Christ
Engaged in a Bigger World

Sacred Secular

Spiritual Physical 

Supernatural Natural

How do we or our culture view these realities? 

How does the Bible reveal them?
Gen 3:15 | John 16:11 | Eph. 2:2; 6:12 | Col. 1:15-18 | 1 Cor. 15:20-28 | Rev. 1:1-8



The cross of Christ is the victory of God … This means Christ is 
not just your individual savior, who came to save you from our 

individual sins and then whisk you away from this world. 
Rather, Jesus is the King of all creation, who in the most 

unlikely place and in the most unlikely  fashion, unmasked, 
disarmed, and defeated these opposing power with His own 
bleeding hands. By death, He defeated death and “the one 

who has the power of death” (Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8) 
pg. 276

Union with Christ
Engaged in a Bigger World – So What?



Union with Christ
Loved with a Deeper LOVE

How do you KNOW that 
you are LOVED by God?



Deuteronomy 7:9

Psalm 86:15

John 3:16-17

John 14:23; 15:9-11; 17:20-26

Romans 5:1-8; 8:31-39

Ephesians 1:3-6; 2:4-5

I John 3:1; 4:7-11

Union with Christ
Loved by God – The Evidence



The highest good of human life, indeed the purpose of creation 
and redemption, is communion with God.

pg. 278

When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and 
on earth. I pray that from His glorious, unlimited resources He will empower you with inner strength 

through His Spirit. Then Christ will make His home in your hearts as you trust in Him. Your roots will grow 
down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s 

people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep His love is. May you experience the love of 
Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of 

life and power that comes from God.

Now all glory to God, who is able, through His mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely 
more than we might ask or think. Glory to Him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations 

forever and ever! Amen. (Ephesians 3:14-21)

Union with Christ
Loved by God – So What?



Union with Christ
The Cosmic Scope of Redemption

• A Larger Family

• A Broader Mission

• A Longer Story

• A Bigger World

• A Deeper Love 

Union with Christ Means
that we (all believers) 
are part of: 



Union with Christ
The Cosmic Scope of Redemption

The Consummation of History
When we will realize fully our union with Christ … or not

Revelation 21:1-8 | Revelation 22:1-5 


